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To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Porthcawl  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Urban  District  of  Porthcawl 
for  the  year  1958.  This  report  has  been  prepared  on  the 
lines  laid  down  in  Circular  22/58  (Wales)  of  the  Welsh 
Board  of  Health. 


Area  of  Urban  District  3,737  acres 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1958  £156,405 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  £614 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  Mid 

1958  10,500 

Census  Population  figures : — 

Census  1911  3,443 

Census  1921  6,642 

Census  1931  6,447  Males  2,746 

Females  3,701 

Census  1951  9,529  Males  4,283 

Females  5,246 

Censal  Increase  1931-1952  3,082 

Censal  Increase  percentage  of  1931  population  ...  47.8 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1921  1,297 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1958  3’281 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Total. 

Male. 

Female 

Live  Births — 

Total  births  

. 155  ... 

65 

...  90 

Legitimate  

. 148  ... 

62 

...  86 

Illegitimate  

7 ... 

3 

4 

Still  Births  : 

Legitimate  

7 ... 

3 

4 

Illegitimate 

Deaths:  under  1 year  of  age 

2 ... 

1 

1 

Legitimate  

2 ... 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

Deaths : under  4 weeks  of  age 

Legitimate  

Illegithnate 

2 ... 

2 ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age : — 

All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births  12.9 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age : — 

All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births  12.9 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  33 


Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 


GENERAL  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  SERVICES 

!• — Services  provided  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council — 

(a)  At  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  Quarella  Road, 
Bridgend  (Tel.  No.  Bridgend  700),  the  following 
services  are  provided— 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Home  Nursing, 
Home  Help,  School  Medical  and  Health  Visiting. 
These  servces  are  administered  by  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer. 

(b)  Mental  Health  Services — 

The  duties  of  the  duly  authorised  officer  in  your 
area  are  carried  out  by  Mr.  D.  Mahoney,  28,  Tany- 
rallt  Avenue,  Bridgend  (Tel.  No.  Bridgend  271). 

(c)  Ambulance  Service— 

The  Ambulance  Station  for  your  area  is  situated 
at  Oak  Street,  Abrkenfig  (Tel.  No.  Aberkenfig 
303). 

(d)  Welfare  Service — 

The  local  office  for  this  service  is  at  the  Divisional 
Health  Office,  Quarella  Road,  Bridgend  (Tel.  No. 
Bridgend  1456).  Officers  of  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment are  available  to  offer  assistance  and  advice 
to  those  in  need  of  hostel  accommodation,  the 
blind  and  the  handicapped. 

In  the  Mid-Glamorgan  area,  there  are  three 
County  Council  Homes  for  aged  persons.  These 
are  Craig-y-Parcau,  Bridgend  (31  men  and 
women);  Moorlands,  Porthcawl  (26  men  and 
women)  and  Danygraig,  Porthcawl  (33  men  and 
women). 

(e)  Children’s  Department. 

The  office  of  the  Children’s  Department  of  the 
County  Council  is  at  the  County  Hall,  Cardiff. 
There  is,  however,  a sub-office  at  25,  Wyndham 
Street,  Bridgend  (Tel.  No.  Bridgend  930), 
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3. — Hospital  Services — 

Hospital  facilities  for  your  area  are  administered 
by  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  Management  Committee. 
The  office  of  this  Committee  is  at  8,  Wind  Stret,  Neath 
(Tel.  No.  Neath  2251/3).  The  following  is  a list  of  the 
hospitals  and  clinics  used  by  the  residents  of  your  area : — 

(i)  Bridgend  General  Hospital,  Quarella  Road, 
Bridgend  (Tel.  No.  Bridgend  1016/8). — 381 
beds. 

(ii)  Bridgend  and  District  Cottage  Hospital, 
Merthyrmawr  Road,  Bridgend  (Tel.  No.  17). 
— 36  beds. 

(iii)  Cefn  Hirgoed  Isolation  Hospital,  Bridgend 
(Tel.  No.  Bridgend  1178).— 78  beds. 

(24  for  Infectious  Diseases,  54  for  Tuber- 
culosis). 

(iv)  Heddfan,  Cefn  Hirgoed  Small  Pox  Hospital, 
Bridgend  (Tel.  No.  Aberkenfig  240). — 18 
beds  for  aged  persons. 

(v)  Maesgwyn,  Bryncethin  (Tel.  No.  Aberkenfig 
371). — 66  beds  for  aged  persons. 

(vi)  Bridgend  Chest  Clinic,  Old  Cottage  Hospital, 
Bridgend  (Tel.  No.  Bridgend  345). 

(vii)  V.D.  Clinic,  Oakwood  Street,  Port  Talbot. 


3. — Services  provided  by  Government  Departments — 

(a)  Ministry  of  National  Insurance. 

The  office  for  the  Council’s  area  is  situated  at — 
The  Central  Buildings,  Mary  Street,  Porthcawl 
(Tel.  No.  Porthcawl  582). 

This  office  also  serves  the  follovdng  areas  in 
the  Penybont  Rural  District— Stormy  Down 
Cornelly,  Kenfig,  Kenfig  Hill  and  Pyle. 

C^es  in  receipt  of  benefit  referred  by  the 
Ministry  of  National  Insurance  to  the  Welsh 
Boai^  of  Health  and  claimants  of  disablement 
benefit  under  the  National  Industrial  Iniury  Act 
are  examined  at  Garth-Celyn,  Merthyrmawi^ 
Road,  Bridgend  (Tel.  No.  Bridgend  1658). 

(b)  National  Assistance  Board. 

The  area  office  for  your  district  is  at  Ang-el  Street 
Bridgend  (Tel.  No.  Bridgend  1440).  ’ 
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To  assist  residents  in  the  Porthcawl  area  a supple- 
mentary station  in  the  Central  Buildings,  Mary  Street, 
Porthcawl,  is  open  each  week  on  Friday  at  10  a.m. 

4.  — General  Practitioner  Services. 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Glamorgan  Executive 
Council,  47,  Park  Place,  Cardiff.  (Tel.  No.  26216). 

5.  — Laboratory  Facilities. 

All  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  relating  to 
water,  milk  and  ice-cream  are  carried  out  for  your  area 
by  the  Glamorgan  County  Laboratory,  The  Parade,  Cardiff. 

Care  of  the  Aged. 

During  the  year  my  services  were  sought  by  several 
General  Practitioners,  and  the  National  Assistance  Board, 
to  investigate  the  home  conditions,  etc.,  of  elderly  persons 
who  were  in  need  of  hospital  or  hostel  accommodation. 

Since  1948,  a great  deal  has  been  done  to  assist  the 
aged.  They  are  entitled  to  a free  Medical  Service,  the 
County  and  County  Borough  Councils  have  provided  hostels 
and  the  aged  are  the  greatest  users  of  the  Home  Help 
Service  and  the  Home  Nursing  Service.  Housing  Authori- 
ties have  also  provided  bungalows  or  flats  suitable  for 
their  needs.  The  National  Assistance  Board  is  available 
for  extra  assistance  to  supplement  their  pensions  and  the 
Women’s  Voluntary  Service  have  given  valuable  assistance 
in  providing  facilities  such  as  “the  meals  on  wheels  ser- 
vice.” 

In  spite  of  all  this,  however,  and  owing  to  the 
increase  in  number  of  aged  persons  in  the  community,  their 
care  continues  to  be  an  important  facet  of  the  Health 
Service. 

During  this  century,  local  authorities  have  always 
accepted  the  responsibility  and  provided  a solution  when- 
ever there  was  a health  problem  in  the  community.  In  the 
past,  owing  to  lack  of  maternity  care  and  infant  care,  it 
became  necessary  to  establish  ante-natal  clinics  and 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  Today,  one  hears  murmurs  of 
disappointment  that  these  clinics  are  poorly  attended,  due 
no  doubt,  to  an  increased  interest  by  other  sections  of 
the  Health  Service  in  this  fleld.  Pethaps  the  time  has 
arrived  when  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  using 
of  these  established  clinic  buildings  as  clinics  for  the  very 
time  consuming  work  of  helping  the  aged  and  channelling 
their  difficulties  to  the  quarters  where  help  is  available. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

(a)  Section  50. — BURIAL  OF  THE  DEAD. 

No  money  was  spent  by  your  Council  under  this 
section  of  the  Act  during  the  year  under  review. 


(b)  REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN 

NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION. 

It  became  necessary  to  compulsorily  remoye  two 
elderly  sisters  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act.  These  persons  were  transferred  to  the  Glanymor 
Hospital,  Penmaen. 

Three  other  persons  were  found  to  be  in  need  of 
medical  care  and  attention  and  were  persuaded  to  enter 
hospital. 


Tuberculosis. 

Facilities  for  the  diagnosis,  home  and  clinic  treat- 
ment of  Tuberculosis  are  obtained  through  Dr.  Hugh  Trail, 
Chest  Physician,  Old  Cottage  Hospital,  Bridgend  (Tel.  No. 
Bridgend  345).  In  this  work  he  is  assisted  by  an  assistant 
Chest  Physician.  The  Chest  Physicians  are  also  responsible 
for  the  medical  treatment  of  the  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis at  the  Cefn  Hirgoed  Isolation  Hospital. 

As  indicated  in  previous  reports,  the  incidence  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  continues  to  be  stationary,  except 
that  the  cases  are  now  occurring  in  a higher  wage  group. 

The  chronic  cough  in  aged  persons  requires  to  be 
carefully  investigated  as  frequently  these  persons  are 
reservdirs  of  tuberculous  infection  and  it  is  through  them 
that  the  disease  is  spread. 


New  Gases  and  Mortality  during  1958. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  deaths 
from  the  disease  in  the  area  during  1958. 


Age  Periods 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Non- 

Pulmonaxy  Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


Non- 

PuLmonary  Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


0— 

1— 

5— 

15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

46— 

55— 

66  and  upwards 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

— 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

1 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Number  of  Cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register  at 
commencement  of  the  Year. 


Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  and 
N on-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M.  F.  Total 

Total 

37 

27 

64  ... 

11  8 19  . 

83 

(b)  Cases  transferred  to  Register  from  other  Areas 
during  1958. 


M. 

Pulmonary 

F.  Total 

N on-Pulmonary 

M.  F.  Total 

Pulmonary  and 
N on-Pulmonary 
Total 

3 

5 8 ... 

— — — 

8 

(c) 

Number  of 
end  of  the 

Cases  on  Tuberculosis 
year. 

Register  at 

M. 

Pulmonary 

F.  Total 

N on-Pulmonary 

M.  F.  Total 

Pulmonary  and 
N on-Pulmonary 
Total 

37 

26  63  ... 

7 8 15  ... 

78 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  during  1958  and  the 
previous  Twenty  Years 


CASES 

Year  Pulmonary  N on-Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


1938  

1939  

3 

4 

6 

3 

1 ' 

2 

3 

1940  

8 

7 

2 

1 

1941  

8 

6 

4 

3 

1942  

9 

5 

2 

1 

1943  

4 

8 

3 

6 

1944  

5 

5 

4 

5 

1945  

5 

2 

3 

9 

1946  

7 

4 

4 

1 

1947  

6 

7 

1 

1948  

4 

11 

4 

2 

1949  

5 

8 

2 

1 

1950  

10 

6 

1951  

3 

2 

1 

1 

1952  

4 

5 

3 

1 

1953  

3 

3 

2 

2 

1954  

1 

5 

1 

1955  

2 

3 

1956  

5 



1 

1957  

5 

2 

2 

1958  

1 

— 

1 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1958  and  the 


previous  Twenty  Years. 


year 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

H otvPulmonary 

M.  F. 

1938  

1 

1 

A 

1 

1939  

2 

1940  

2 

1 

4 

1 

Q 

— 

1941  

2 

— 

1942  

5 

1 

2 

1943  

9 

— 

1944  

0 

1 
o 

1 

1 

1945 

3 

1 



— 

1946  

— 

1 

1947  

1 

1 

1 

q 

— 

— 

1948  

— 

— 

1949  

1 

o 

— 

— 

1950  

9 

o 

9 

— 

— 

1951  



— 

1952  

3 

— 

— 

1953  

o 

— 

— 

1954  

1 

— 

— 

1955  

o 

1 

— 

1956 

■ 

— 

— 

1957 

— 

1 

1958 

— 

— 

= 1 

- 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


1.  — Water  Supply. 

On  April  1st,  1953,  the  Council  became  constituent 
members  of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board.  The  other 
members  constituting  this  Board  are: — Cowbridge  Borough, 
Cowbridge  R.D.C.,  Maesteg  U.D.C.,  Ogmore  U.D.C.,  and  the 
Penybont  R.D.C. 

The  main  source  of  supply  for  your  area  continues 
to  be  from  the  Craig-yr-Aber  Reservoir,  but  this  supply  is 
supplemented  by  a supply  from  Schwyll, 

2.  — Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  major  portion  of  the  district  is  sewered;  one 
small  section  has  a separate  system  for  surface  water 
drainage,  the  remainder  is  on  a combined  system.  That 
part  of  the  Urban  Area,  West  of  the  railway,  drains  by 
gravity  to  a sea  outfall  near  Iron  Gate  Point.  Most  of  the 
sewage  of  the  Eastern  section  gravitates  to  a pumping 
station  at  Gian  Road,  the  remainder  to  a sea  outfall  situated 
opposite  the  Red  House,  Newton. 

Cesspools. 

The  number  of  cesspools  in  your  area  is  far  in  excess 
of  what  one  would  expect  in  a progressive  town,  and  the 
extension  of  the  sewer  in  certain  parts  of  your  area  is 
possible  and  urgently  needed  in  order  that  this  archaic 
method  of  sewage  disposal  can  be  discontinued.  Particularly 
is  this  desirous  along  the  West  Road. 

Of  the  53  houses  built  during  the  year  52  were  con- 
nected to  the  sewer  and  1 to  a cesspool. 

The  emptying  and  cleansing  of  cesspools  is  carried 
out  by  the  Council’s  workmen  under  the  direction  of  the 
Surveyor. 

THE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF 
TOWN  REFUSE, 


CollecftioiL 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  staff 
under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor.  Residential  quarters  have  a weekly  collection 
of  their  household  refuse,  whilst  from  business  centres  and 
hotels  the  refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly,  or  more 
frequently  if  the  necessity  exists. 
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All  refuse  is  collected  in  modern  and  specially  de- 
signed motor  vehicles,  thereby  reducing  to  a minimum  any 
nuisance  which  may  arise. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  “controlled  tipping,”  the 
tip  being  situated  on  the  sand  dunes  to  the  west  of  Rhych 
Avenue.  The  tipping  is  carried  out  in  proper  layer  forma- 
tion, the  refuse  being  levelled  and  top  dressed  with  sand. 
The  tip,  unfortunately,  is  sited  near  New  Road  and  many 
complaints  are  received  from  the  residents  living  nearby. 
The  problem  of  finding  alternative  tipping  space  has  now 
become  urgent. 

Back  Lanes. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  keep  back  lanes  of  the 
District  as  clean  and  passable  a state  as  present  circum- 
stances will  allow.  Frequent  inspections  are  made  with  a 
view  to  preventing  deposit  and  accumulation  of  refuse 
thereon. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

(i)  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections. 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply  80 

Drainage  1137 

Fried  Fish  Shops  22 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  840 

Factories  57 

Bakehouses  24 

Public  Conveniences  210 

Theatres  and  Places  of 

Entertainment  17 

Refuse  Collection  ’ 30 

Refuse  Disposal  132 

Rats  and  Mice  102 

Schools  ’ 

SJops  606 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  895 


Housing. 

UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


Number  of  Houses  inspected  129 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  153 
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HOUSING. — Continued. 


UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  83 

Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  101 

OVERCROWDING. 

Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  5 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  21 

Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  27 

HOUSING. 

Miscellaneous  Housing  visits  47 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Miscellaneous  infectious  Disease 

visits  40 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Visits  to: — 

Meat  Shops  364 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  81 

Grocers  221 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  82 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  45 

Food  Preparing  Premises  264 

Restaurants  194 

Ice-Cream  Premises  196 

VISITS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  SAMPLING. 

Milk — ^Tubercle  Bacilli  3 

Water  Supplies — Bacteriological  1 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  363 
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Fac(tories. 

There  are  48  Factories  (Mechanical  and  Non 
Mechanical)  in  the  district  as  follows: — 


Engineering  Works  (Motor 

Repair,  etc. ) 

Bakehouses  

Dressmakers  

Shoemakers  

Plumbers  

Timber  Merchants  and  Joiners 
Sewage  Pumping  Stations  .... 

Builders’  Workshops  

Gas  Works  

Cycle  Repair  Shops  

Quarries  

Monumental  Works  

Blacksmith  

Jewellery  


10 

6 

1 

5 
4 
4 
3 

6 
1 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  SHOPS  ACTS. 


Number  of  Shop  Premises 

on  the  register  284 

Visits  paid  to  Shops  during  year  606 

ERADICATION  OF  INSECT  PESTS. 


Thirty-six  visits  were  made  to  17  premises. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Department,  and  the  costs  incurred  were 
recovered  from  the  owner  and/or  occupier  of  the  infested 
premises.  In  every  instance  contact  insecticides  were  used, 
and  the  results  proved  satisfactory. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  AST,  1949. 

This  is  the  last  year  for  the  cost  of  this  service  to 
be  subject  to  a 50  per  cent  grant  from  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  In  future  all  the  cost  will  be 
borne  by  the  Council. 

A rodent  operator  is  employed  by  the  Council  for 
the  destruction  of  rats  throughout  the  district.  AU  com- 
plaints from  private  and  business  premises  were  attended 
to,  the  treatment  being  carried  out  free  of  charge  in  private 
premises  but  the  cost  of  treatment  at  business  and  com- 
mercial premises  was  recovered. 
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Below  IS  a copy  of  the  report,  for  the  twelve  months 
ended  31st  March,  1959,  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture, Fisheries  and  Pood  in  respect  of  the  above- 


DweliMaig'  Aid 

Uocal  Houses  Oither 

Autih.  dniclu'diing- lincliuidling- TOTAL  Agni- 
Ctoomciil  Business  oulitural 

Houses  Preonises 


No.  of  properties  inspected  as 
a result  of  : — 

(a)  Notification  

23 

3 

26 

('b)  Survey  under  the  Act  ... 

8 

635 

127 

770 

17 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.,  when 
visited  for  some  other 
purpose  

4 

2 

6 

n.  Total  inspections  carried  out 
including  re-insijeotions 

14 

2265 

38 

2317 

17 

No.  of  properties  which  were 
found  to  be  infested  by : — 
(a)  Rats — ^Major  

2 

2 

Minor  

2 

127 

6 

135 



(b)  Mice — ^Major  

— 

— 

— 





Minor — 

1 

66 

5 

72 



No.  of  infested  pmperties 
treated  by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority   

3 

195 

11 

209 

Total  treatments  carried  out 
including  re-treatments  

5 

198 

11 

214 

— 

Mr.  Dicks  reports  that  in  addition  to  the  above,  as 
is  required  by  the  Ministry,  two  sewer  maintenance  treat- 
ments of  the  sewers  within  your  area  were  carried  out. 


4 block  controlled  Schemes  were  also  found  to  be 
necessary.  In  this  type  of  block  treatment  all  the  premises 
and  land  within  a given  area  are  treated  simultaneously. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 


Atmospheric  pollution  is  not  a problem  in  your  area 
and  no  action  was  necessary.  The  only  area  liable  to  dust 
nuisance  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the  railway  and  the  complete 
removal  of  this  nuisance  is  unlikely  to  occur  until  steam 
engines  have  been  re-placed  by  deisel  engines. 


SCHOOLS  IN  THE  PORTHCAWL  AREA. 


19  visits  were  made  to  schools  during  the  year.  There 
are,  in  your  area,  three  large,  well  equipped  schools  provided 
by  the  County  Council. 

One  modern  Primary  School  is  situated  in  New  Road, 
and  serves  the  East  Ward  of  the  area. 

The  second,  incorporating  all  the  latest  facilities  in 
modern  design,  is  situated  in  the  North  end  of  Suffolk 
Place,  in  the  West  Ward  of  the  area. 

The  third  school  is  a modern  Secondary  School  situ- 
ated in  Park  Avenue,  in  the  West  Ward.  This  latter  school 
is  of  modem  design  and  situated  in  pleasant  surroundings. 

In  addition,  there  are  the  following  schools  in  the 
Porthcawl  district: — 

1.  St.  Clare’s  Convent  School,  Newton. 

2.  St.  John’s  Preparatory  School,  Newton. 

3.  Cardiff  Corporation  Camp  School,  Nottage. 

HOUSING. 


General  Observations. 

During  the  year  53  houses  were  erected.  AU  were 
built  by  private  enterprise. 

As  in  previous  reports,  I have  again  to  record  that 
no  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  during  the  year, 
1958.  When  it  is  realised  that  the  last  house  built  by  the 
Council  was  in  1953,  Members  will  no  doubt  sympathise 
with  the  Housing  Manager  in  the  difficult  task  he  has  in 
endeavouring  to  pacify  and  give  hope  to  many  deserving 
applicants. 

It  cannot  be  stressed  too  strongly  that  great  hard- 
ships have  had  to  be  endured  by  many  of  your  residents 
both  young  and  old,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  Council  to 
f ace  up  to  their  obligations  as  a Housing  Authority. 

^ ^Jllowing  are  particulars  of  the  Housing  position 
as  at  the  end  of  the  year: 

1.  Number  of  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council 
323,  made  up  as  follows : — ’ 

(a)  Permanent  houses  278 

(b)  Two  bedroomed  flats  28 

(c)  Aged  Persons’  Bungalows  12 

(Erected  1949) 

(d)  Unflt  houses 

(temporary  repairs)  5 
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2.  No.  of  applicants  housed  in  vacated  properties  ...  11 

3.  Transfers  effected  3 

4.  Number  of  applicants  registered  for  housing 

accommodation  as  at  December,  1958  770 

Particulars  relating  to  registered  apphcants: — 

Total  application  on  Live  List  (excluding 

O.A.P.)  189 

Total  applications  deferred  (living  outside  area, 

not  traceable,  etc.)  544 

Application  for  Aged  Persons’  Bungalows  37 

5.  Applications  received  during  1958: — 

For  houses/flats  48 

For  O.A.P.  Bungalows  12 

The  following  table  indicates  the  progress  of  house 
erection  in  the  Urban  Area  from  1893  to  1958: — 

From  1893  to  1900  55  houses  were  completed  and  occupied 

„ 1900  to  1905  96 

„ 1905  to  1910  492 

„ 1910  to  1915  249 

„ 1915  to  1920  98 

„ 1920  to  1925  223 

„ 1925  to  1930  137 

„ 1930  to  1935  275 

„ 1935  to  1940  337 

,,  1940  to  1945  — ,,  )»  M M 

„ 1945  to  1946  14 

,,  1946  to  1947  58  ,,  m >»  >» 

„ 1947  to  1948  86 

,,  1948  to  1949  26  ,,  »»  >>  >> 

„ 1949  to  1950  17 

„ 1950  to  1951  29 

„ 1951  to  1952  139 

„ 1952  to  1953  93 

„ 1953  to  1954  43 

„ 1954  to  1955  46 

„ 1955  to  1956  86 

„ 1956  to  1957  80 

„ 1957  to  1958  53 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Number  of  houses  previously  erected  by  the 


Local  Authority: — 

(1)  Under  the  Housing  Acts  318 

(2)  other  Powers  Nil. 


Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

Total  53 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  Nil. 

(2)  By  other  Bodies  and  Persons  53 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  48 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 


(1)  Clearance  Areas  NiL 

(2)  Closing  and  Demolition  Orders  3 

(3)  Housing  Repairs: — 

(a)  Unfit  houses  made  fit  by : 

(1)  Informal  action  57 

(2)  Formal  action:  Public  Healtih  Acts — 

(a)  By  Owners  6 

(b)  By  Council  

Housing  Acts — 

(a)  By  Owners  1 

(b)  By  Council  i 


Rents  Act,  1957. 

, » came  into  operation  on  the  6th  July,  1957 

and  follows  upon  the  Rent  and  Repairs  Act  of  1954  The 

'''  from  rent  control 

houses  (including  flats)  above  certain  levels  of  rateable 

increases  in  r?nts  of 
houses  still  under  control.  Opportunity  is  given  tenants 
upon  whoni  increases  of  rent  have  been  imposed  of  obtain- 

S?blfrHSlth®AcS  the  purview  of  the 

Seven  applications  tor  Certificates  of  Disrenair  were 
receiv^,  five  were  granted  and  in  the  retnatoiS'^fi^o  tte 
landlords  gave  undertakings  to  remedy  the  deW^  nli 
one  certificate  was  revoked  defects.  Only 
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MOVEABLE  DWELUNGS. 

During  the  summer  months  12  sites  were  occupied 
by  holiday  campers  in  tents  and  motor  trailers.  840  visits 
were  made  to  camping  sites  in  1958. 

The  problem  of  caravans  is  causing  many  local 
authorities  serious  difficulties  and  the  problem  shows  up 
weaknesses  in  the  present  legislation.  The  growth  of  camp- 
ing, in  your  area,  continues  and  the  estimated  camping 
population  at  Porthcawl  during  August  (Bank  Holiday) 
week,  1958,  was  17,267  as  compared  with  16,445  for  the 
previous  year;  the  number  of  occupied  moveable  dwellings 
3,465  shows  an  increase  of  170  over  the  figures  for  1957. 

As  pointed  out  in  a previous  report,  the  areas  of  land 
occupied  by  moveable  dwellings  in  your  District,  are  com- 
mercial sites  Where  the  caravans  remain  on  one  pitch  from 
season  to  season,  and  where  extensive  subletting  of 
caravans  takes  place.  The  licensed  sites  are  in  regular  use 
for  a period  of  seven  months  each  year,  and  consequently 
the  need  for  securing  and  maintaining  satisfactory 
standards  of  sanitation  and  hygiene  is  of  the  utmost 
importance. 

Mr.  Dicks,  your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 
reports  that  good  progress  was  made  in  securing  improved 
conditions  on  a number  of  camping  sites,  including  works 
of  drainage  for  the  satisfactory  disposal  of  waste  water. 
Continued  efforts,  however,  must  be  made  until  all  camp- 
ing sites  in  the  area  are  brought  up  to  the  standards 
required  by  the  Council,  as  set  out  in  the  Conditions 
attached  to  Licences.  He  also  states,  this  year  some 
difficulty  was  experienced  at  the  easterly  end  of  the  Plovers 
Plane  Area  due  to  flooding.  In  this  area  the  water  level  is 
always  near  the  surface  during  the  summer  months  and 
invariably  above  it  during  the  winter.  He  suggests  that, 
in  view  of  the  uncertainty  in  our  weather  conditions,  it 
would  be  wiser  if  this  particular  area  was  not  used  for  the 
siting  of  moveable  dwellings  until  the  improvements  pro- 
posed, i.e.  regrading  and  drainage,  have  been  carried  out. 

The  figures,  set  out  hereunder,  relate  to  conditions 
prevailing  at  the  peak  period  for  camping,  viz:  August 
(Bank  Holiday)  week. 

Ordinary  Camps  Organised  Camps 

Aggregate  No.  of  structures 

occupied  3,312  ...  153 

Aggregate  No.  of  occupants 
(estimate  at  5 persons 

per  structure)  16,560  ...  707 

(Actual) 
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For  Comparison — 


Total  Camping  Population 

Total  No.  of  Occupied  Structures 

Year  1958  

....  17,267 

...  1958  

3,465 

„ 1957  .... 

....  16,445 

...  1947  

3,295 

„ 1956  .... 

....  15,266 

...  1956  

3,078 

;;  1955  .... 

....  16,200 

...  1955  

2,777 

”,  1954  

....  13,947 

1954  

2,346 

,”  1953  .... 

....  12,181 

...  1953  

2,042 

„ 1952  .... 

....  12,072 

...  1952  

2,055 

„ 1951  .... 

....  11,305 

...  1951  

1,889 

„ 1950  .... 

....  10,719 

...  1950  

1,794 

„ 1949  .... 

....  10,532 

...  1949  

1,795 

„ 1948  .... 

....  10,443 

...  1948  

1,733 

„ 1947  .... 

....  6,262 

...  1947  

1,041 

„ 1946  .... 

....  8,383 

...  1946  

1,368 

„ 1945  .... 

....  10,936 

...  1945  

1,706 

„ 1939  .... 

....  12,081 

...  1939  

2,055 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply. 

The  standard  of  milk  supplied  continues  to  be  high. 
In  recent  years  great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  control 
of  the  risk  of  conveying  Tuberculosis  to  humans  through 
milk.  On  the  suggestion  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  the 
routine  biological  examination  of  milk  was  discontinued. 
This  action  was  made  possible  due  to  your  district  being 
within  a specified  area,  the  increased  number  of  dairy  herds 
attested  and  the  more  widespread  distribution  of  pas- 
teurised milk. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified 
Areas)  No.  2 Order,  only  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised 
and  Sterilised  Milk  may  be  retailed  within  your  district. 


Number  of  Retail  Purveyors: — 

(a)  Resident  7 

(b)  Non-Resident  2 

10  Retail  Purveyors  hold  licences  for  the  sale  of 

Designated  Milk: — 

Sterilised  Milk  4 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  7 

Pasteurised  Milk  7 

Pasteurised  Milk  (Supplementary  Licences  1 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (ditto,  ditto.)  ...  2 

Sterilised  Milk  (ditto,  ditto.)  ...  1 


The  dairies  are  regularly  inspected  and  when  re- 
quired, samples  of  milk  are  sent  for  examination  to  the 
Pubhc  Health  Laboratory, 
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Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

The  regulations  came  into  operation  in  1956,  and  has 
resulted  in  a great  improvement  in  the  handling  and  dis- 
tribution of  food.  It  cannot  be  too  often  stressed  that  a 
heavy  responsibility  is  placed  on  managers  of  hotels,  etc,, 
and  persons  handling  food  to  maintain  a high  standard  of 
cleanliness  Where  food  is  prepared.  Unfortunately,  one 
hotel  fell  well  below  the  required  standard  and  firm  action 
was  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  position  was  corrected  in 
the  shortest  possible  time. 

This  year,  Mr.  Dicks,  your  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector,  reports  that  the  major  progress  was  made  in 
connection  with  licensed  premises  and  clubs. 


The  following  improvements  were  effected: — 


Floors  repaired  6 

Wash  hand  basins  provided 2 

New  sink  Units  2 

Constant  hot  water  3 

Internal  decoration  10 

External  decoration  8 


Sanitary  conveniences  provided 
reconstructed  and  repaired 

Renovation  of  Box  Counters 

including  the  use  of  Formica  .. 

Automatic  flushing  apparatus 

in  sanitary  conveniences  

Dampness  to  Walls  and  Plastering 

Miscellaneous  repairs  
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Regular  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises  and  below 
appears  a tabulated  list  of  improvements  accomplished  in 
food  premises  during  the  year. 

Provided 


Shops 

Stalls 

Total 

Constant  hot  water  

. 5 ... 

6 ... 

11 

Refrigerator  provided  

. 6 ... 

— 

6 

Display  refrigerator  provided 

1 ... 

— 

1 

Walls  repaired  and  decorated 

. 60  ... 

38  ... 

98 

Floors  repaired  

. 34  ... 

10  ... 

44 

Measures  to  combat  food 

Contamination  

. 8 ... 

19  ... 

27 

Anti  fly  methods  including 

aerial  insecticides  

. 16  ... 

16 

Washing  (food)  Equipment  

. 8 ... 

2 ... 

10 

Wash  hand  basins  

6 ... 

8 ... 

14 

First  aid  kit  

. 3 ... 

3 ... 

6 

Ceilings  repaired  and  decorated  . . 

. 53  ... 

28  ... 

81 

Misc.  

16 

16 

1 

Rest  room  facilities  

1 ... 

■■■ 

Dish  washing  machine  

2 ... 

.. 

2 

New  cooking  apparatus  

6 ... 

— 

6 

Sanitary  accommodation  

6 ... 



6 

Notices  (wash  hands  etc.)  .... 

. 6 ... 

3 ... 

9 

Refuse  Bins  

6 ... 

6 

Water  supply  

8 ... 

8 

Drainage  

— 

8 ... 

8 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  is  no  public  slaughterhouse  or  licensed  private 
slaughterhouse  within  your  area. 


Your  area,  therefore,  has  to  rely  on  the  facilities 
available  at  the  Bridgend  Slaughterhouse,  and  to  a lesser 
degree  at  the  Port  Talbot  Slaughterhouse. 

One  slaughterman’s  licence  was  granted. 

Number  of  Meat  Shops  12 

Visits  to  Meat  Shops  354 


OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES. 

f ^ hundred  and  forty-five  visits  have  been  paid 

to  other  premises  (bakehouses,  cafes,  fishmongers  etc  ) 

SoSd  “Hsuinption  is%?epfre^: 

Unsound  Food. 

The  undermentioned  foodstuffs  were,  upon  examin- 
ation rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
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24  tins  Cooked  Ham,  67  Chickens,  251bs.  Bacon,  51bs. 
Butcher’s  Meat,  191bs.  Wet  Fish,  56  tins  Meat,  14  tins  Fish, 
358  tins  Fruit,  10  tins  Apricot  Pulp,  31  tins  Vegetables,  187 
tins  Tomatoes,  9 tins  Soup,  7 tins  Baked  Beans,  5 tins 
Creamed  Rice,  13  tins  Cream,  57  tins  Evaporated  Milk,  14 
pkts.  Coconut,  16  tins  Misc.  foodstuffs. 

The  Department  greatly  appreciate  the  vigilance 
shown  by  shop  keepers  in  the  examination  of  the  food 
products  in  their  possession,  and  the  willigness  in  which 
they  seek  advice  from  the  Health  Department. 


Ice-Cream. 


The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  came 
into  force  on  the  1st  May,  1947.  These  Regulations  pres- 
cribe the  method  by  which  Ice  Cream  should  be  manu- 
factured. The  occupiers  of  all  the  registered  premises 
within  the  Urban  District  are  aware  of  the  requirements  of 
these  Regulations. 


The  greater  portion  of  the  Ice  Cream  that  is  sold 
in  the  town  is  pre-packed  ice-cream,  and  this  sho^d  be 
encouraged  as  there  is  much  less  risk  of  contamination. 


Total  number  of  premises  registered  

(a)  Number  registered  for  the  manufac- 
ture, storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  . . . 

(b)  Number  registered  for  storage  and 

sale  of  Ice  Cream  only  


Visits  of  inspection  in  connection  with  the 
above  


70 

4 

66 

196 
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ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD,  Etc. 


Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council  are  responsible  for  the  sampling  under  the  Foods 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  following  samples  were  taken 
in  the  Council’s  area  during  1958: — 


Almonds  (ground)  2 

Aspirins  1 

Baking  Powder  3 

Bicarbonate  of  'Soda  2 

Butter  3 

Cake,  Sponge  Mix.  etc 5 

Cheese  vSpread  1 

Chicken  (minced)  1 

Chocolate  Spread  1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  2 

Colouring  1 

Condensed  Milk  5 

Cbrnflour  1 

Cream  2 

Desiccated  Coconut  i. ..  1 

Dessert  Powder  3 

Fish  (canned)  2 

Fish  Cakes  2 

Flavouring  1 

Flour  3 

Fruit  ( caniied)  1 

Celatine  1 

Clace  Cherries  2 

Clncose  3 

Gravy  Browning  2 

Honey  1 

Tee  Cream  5 

J am  o 


Margarine  1 

Marzipan  2 

Meat  Paste  1 

Meat  Products  (canned)  ...  4 

Milk  22 

Mincemeat  3 

Mlustard  1 

Olive  Oil  2 

Orange  and  liomon  Curd  ...  3 

Parsley  and  Sage  (dried)  ...  1 

Pepper  2 

Pudding  (canned)  1 

Rice  1 

Salad  Cream  2 

Sauces  6 

Soft  Drinks  5 

Soup  (canned)  2 

Sugar  2 

Table  Jelly  2 

Tea  4 

Vegetables  (canned)  6 

Vinegar  5 

Vitamin  tablets,  etc 3 

Cream  of  Tartar  , 1 

Ourry  Powder  4 


Total  145 
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FACTORIES 
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F a^tories— Continued 


■Outwork.  During  the  year  no  outworkers  were  notified  as  residing  in  this  district. 
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Deaths  from  Cancer, 


Orgajiis  affected 

2& — 45 
yrs. 

M F 

45—56 

ym 

M F 

65—75 

yrs. 

M F 

76 

upfwardis 

M F 

Totals 

M F 

Larynx  

1 

1 

Bone  

1 

1 

Stomach  

1 

2 

3 

Colon  

1 

1 

3 1 

3 3 

Rectum  

2 

1 

1 

2 2 

Ovary  

1 

1 

Uterus  

1 

1 

Lung  and  Bronchus  . . . 

1 1 

5 

6 1 

Breast  

2 

1 

3 

Bladder  

2 

2 

Prostrate  

1 

1 

2 

Brain  

1 

1 

Pancreas  

1 

1 

Totals  

7 5 

9 6 

3 3 

19  14 

Causes  of  Death. 


Cattses  of  Death  M.  F. 

All  Causes  85  75 


1 Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 Tuberculosis,  Other 

3 Syphilitic  Disease 

4 Diphtheria  

5 Whooping  Cough 

6 Meningococcal  Infections 

7 Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8 Measles  


9  Other  infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  1 ...  — 

10  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  3 ...  — 

11  Mahgnant  Neoplasm,  Lung  6 ...  1 

12  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  — ...  3 

13  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  — ...  1 

14  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms  9 ...  9 

15  Leukaemia  Aleukaemia  — ...  — 

16  Diabetes  — ...  — 

17  Vascular  Leisions  of  Nervous  System  ...  10  ...  18 

18  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  16  ...  7 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  3 ...  3 

20  Other  Heart  Disease  ,....  12  ...  15 

21  Other  Circulatory  Disease  3 ...  3 

22  Influenza  1 ...  1 

23  Pneumonia  1 ...  1 

24  Bronchitis  7 ...  1 

25  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  — ...  — 

26  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodemun  1 ...  — 

27  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  — ...  1 

28  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  1 ...  2 

29  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  2 ...  — 

30  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  — ...  1 

31  Congenital  Malformations  1 ...  1 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases  ...  4 ...  3 

33  Motor  Vehicle  accidents  2 ...  — 

34  All  other  Accidents  1 ...  1 

35  Suicide  1 ...  3 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  — ...  — 

85  ...  75 
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Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board.  RAINFALL  RECORDS 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1958. 
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JOHN  G.  LLOYD,  Engineer  and  Manager. 


An  examination  of  the  list  of  the  causes  of  death  ii^ 
your  area  during  the  year  discloses  that  23  persons  died 
from  Cononary  Disease  or  Angina  and  33  from  Cancer.  As 
a large  number  of  these  deaths  occurred  before  the  age  of 
60  it  is  felt  that  it  is  a problem  that  calls  for  every  possible 
type  of  investigation  on  a National  basis. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  express  to  the  Coimcil, 
my  appreciation  of  the  interest  shown  by  Members  in  mat- 
ters affecting  public  health  and  to  thank  Dr.  Kathleen 
Davies  and  Dr.  B.  T.  Jones,  for  deputising  for  me  when 
required.  I would  also  like  to  thank  the  staff  for  their 
co-operation  and  particularly  Mr.  Dicks,  the  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  the  other  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  their  assistance  during  the  year  and 
for  furnishing  me  with  the  necessary  figures  for  this 
Report. 

I am.  Sir, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

J.  ALUN  EVANS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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